Talbot County Department of Parks & Recreation
10028 Ocean Gateway, Easton, MD 21601 — 410-770-8050

October 30, 2018

Ms. Carrie Lhotsky

Maryland Department of Natural Resources
Program Open Space

580 Taylor Avenue, E-4

Annapolis, MD 21401

Dear Ms. Lhotsky:

Please find the Talbot County Program Open Space Annual Plan for fiscal year 2019. Maps are
included for each project for your reference.

Should you have any questions, please contact me directly.
Sincerely,

/.

Preston Peper
Talbot County Parks and Recreation Director



Program Open Space
Annual Program FY 2019

The Talbot County Parks and Recreation Department has spent significant time developing a
strategy for improving access to public lands as part of the Talbot County Comprehensive Plan
(TCCP) and the Land Preservation, Parks and Recreation Plan (LPPRP). Talbot County
currently provides its residents with many opportunities to pursue recreational and leisure
activities. Some of these opportunities are available through a variety of recreation programs
offered by the County’s Department of Parks and Recreation. Other opportunities exist in a

variety of parks ranging from large County-wide park facilities to small neighborhood play areas.

The Annual Program is consistent with the goals established in Talbot County’s Land
Preservation, Parks and Recreation Plan. All projects are submitted to the Talbot County Parks
Advisory Board for approval before being presented to the Talbot County Council for final
approval. The projects in the 2019 Annual Program, presented below, will be presented to the
Parks Advisory Board this fiscal year.
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Development Project

Community Center Gym Expansion
Easton, MD |
$4,000,000 project cost '

Talbot County
Community Center
;

Acquisition Project
Bellevue Park (Payne Property)
Bellevue, MD

$150,000 acquisition cost

Bellevue Park
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PROGRAM OPEN SPACE
ANNUAL PROGRAM FOR DEVELOPMENT

FISCAL YEAR 2019
Sponsor| Project Name, Project Acreage Source of Funds for Annual
Description Program Only
Existing| Ultimate |Project Total Local State (POS | Federal
Local
Funcdas)
Community Center Gym 50 |50 50 {4,000,000(3,100,000{900.000(0
Expansion
Development Project —- Community Center Gym Expansion
The need for additional indoor gymnasium space has i <o | ~
increased over the years due largely in part to indoor Talbot County n
soccer leagues, year round travel teams and Commuplty Center
expanding camps and clinics. Along with a shortage ' :
of allotted gyms, the existing facilities are aging and =~ === ISR

not suitable for increased usage on a regular basis.
This proposed facility would be an 18,000 square
feet, wood floor facility with the capability to host
basketball leagues, volleyball leagues, travel sports
tournaments, special events and trade shows for all
ages. With a part year ice rink already in place on
this site, this would serve as a benefit for both
facilities, in essence feeding off one another for
users. As this facility would be placed near the
existing Community Center, utilities could be run
from the existing structure and staff is already in
place. This project development was reflected in the
2013 survey by Talbot County residents that wanted
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to see more gym space and easier access while also reflected in Talbot County 2017 goals #1 &
6, providing an improved system of parks and recreation facilities and beginning plans and
developing a gymnasium expansion for residents and visitors. The estimated price for this

Examples of possible facility configuration.

ace and private fundraising.



PROGRAM OPEN SPACE
ANNUAL PROGRAM FOR ACQUISITION

FISCAL YEAR 2019
Sponsor| Project Name, Project Acreage Source of Funds for Annual
Description Program Only
Existing | Ultimate Project Total Local State (POS Federal
Local Funds)
Bellevue Park (Payne 5 6.4 1.4 |150,000 |15,000|135,000 |0
Property)
Acquisition Project
Land has become available adjacent to Bellevue 'Bellevue Park R e
Park and Bellevue Landing in Talbot County due ]
to a land use reconfiguration. This acquisition _
would increase the size of this property from 5 to e
6.4 acres and would benefit the landing and park N k> jc‘
in several ways. This park sees heavy summer }
usage from watermen, visitors and residents with Sy, <&
)

parking being a huge commodity while
greenspace is always sought. This acquisition
would alleviate the parking issue making the park
safer for small children, bicycles using the park
and ferry and the general public’s usage of the
property. Providing an improved system of parks
and recreation facilities based on resident needs is
goal #1 for Talbot County; this was also stated in
the Bellevue Community Survey regarding
parking issues at the park and landing during
summer months.
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